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Lake Jocassee, South Carolina


Lake Jocassee
161 Holcombe Circle
Salem, SC 29676

Lake Jocassee is known around the mountains for its clear water that flows from Gorges State Park. Many of the rivers and waterfalls that are found on the south side of the Blue Ridge Escarpment run into this lake, creating very clear water as all of those rivers are protected and virtually free from pollution. Although there are private houses on the lake where owners enjoy waterskiing, boating, and jet skiing, fun can also be had without being an owner. Canoe trips are popular on the lake, and can be done from different boat ramps to the Devils Fork State Park, which offers camping and fishing on the lake. The lake is great for fishing trout. Finally, snorkeling is popular for campers who do not regularly make it to the beach. The water is so clear that often times the visibility is over 20 feet! As always, make sure that your group has a BSA certified life guard and takes all the Safe Swim Afloat precautions before embarking on such a trip. Lake Jocassee does not have any lifeguards and does not charter any for trips. 
After a day or two at the lake, campers can hike the Foothills Trail (http://www.sctrails.net/Trails/alltrails/nrt/Foothills.html, √14) that goes around the lake for pristine views or a multi-day backpacking trip. As mentioned above, there are also numerous waterfalls just upstream in Gorges State Park(http://www.ncparks.gov/Visit/parks/gorg/main.php, √14).
For more information, please see the link below:
http://www.southcarolinaparks.com/devilsfork/introduction.aspx, (√14)
For information on camping at Devils Fork State Park, please click on the link below:
http://www.southcarolinaparks.com/devilsfork/camping.aspx


Lake James
2785 Highway 126
Nebo, NC 28761

Lake James is one of the most popular lakes in the area and is certainly popular for folks from the Asheville area, mainly due to its close proximity. In fact, it is only 45 minutes away from the Daniel Boone Council Office, which is located in downtown Asheville. Many private owners have houses on the lake, but troops with certain resources can bring their own boats and put them on the lake via various boat rams located across the lakeshore. Scouts can then participate in aquatic activities such as motor boating, waterskiing, tubing, and more! If that is not for you, canoeing and fishing are prime activities at the lake. The Lake James State Park has recently been expanded to be over 4 times the previous size, and now has land on either end of the lake. This makes a canoe trip very possible with camping available at both State Park sites. If you are looking for a relaxing trip with time on the beach, both State Park sites also offer that, and there are many public islands on the lake that are owned by Duke Power (no camping) and can visited at any time from sunrise to sunset. The new Paddy Creek Recreation Area even offers kayaks and canoes for daily rental to explore the lake. To add to the excitement, one access point into the Linville Gorge Wilderness and Shortoff Mountain is off of NC 126, which crosses and goes around most of the lake. Finally, the views from Lake James are stunning. On a clear day, one can see the South Mountains, Shortoff Mountain, Mount Mitchell, and even Grandfather Mountain. As always, make sure that your group has a BSA certified life guard and takes all the Safe Swim Afloat precautions before embarking on such a trip. Lake James does not have any lifeguards and does not charter any for trips. 
Please visit the site below for general information about Lake James
http://www.lakejames.com/ (√14)
Please visit the site below for information on camping at Lake James
http://www.ncparks.gov/Visit/parks/laja/main.php (√14)
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Shortoff Mountain from the South
Shore of Lake James, NC
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